
MILLE LACS 
SOIL SERVICE

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

AUGUST 2022 

Continued on Backside.

JOKE OF THE MONTH
Weeds, Weeds, Weeds...
Weeds characterized as broad leaves command a 
great deal of attention from the herbicide vendors. 
Pigweed and water hemp (both in the Amaranthus 
family) for example are generally indicative of low 
calcium high magnesium soils (generally poorly 
drained soils) but also phosphate-potassium 
imbalance, also often it indicates a copper problem. 
Copper is important in the utilization of manganese 
and iron as well as being important in the control of 
fungal disorders. If you need help identifying these in
the future please call us. An easy way to spot the 
differences is, pigweed has tiny hairs all over the 
stem, where water hemp has a smooth stem, the 
leaves look similar and either stem could be green or 
red-ish.

What Tools do you Use?
Herbicides have been and always will be a major weed management tool. These days, though, they need 
help. Herbicide-resistant weeds are ravaging existing herbicide sites of action.  Enter cover crops. If used 
properly, they have potential to suppress weeds, provided there is enough biomass production. Early seeding
is key to establishing cover crops so they can snuff weeds. Unfortunatel, weather can override this plan. 
Carryover and injury from cash crop herbicides can also decimate cover crop stands, which then gives weeds
room to roam. Preliminary date from 202o U of M tests at three sites with these cover crops- winter cereal rye
(grass), red clover (legume), and canceling (brassica)- are encouraging. Cereal rye performed the best at 
suppressing early emerging weeds Ike giant ragweed, although red clover and canceling also worked well. 

Farmer Evans was driving his John 
Deere tractor along the road with a 
trailer load of fertilizer. Tim, a little 

boy of eight, was playing in his yard 
when he saw the farmer and asked, 

‘What’ve you got in your trailer?’ 
‘Manure’, farmer evans replied. ‘What

are you going to do with it?’ Asked 
Tim. ‘Put it on my strawberries.‘, 

answered the farmer. Time replied, 
‘you ought to come eat with us, we 
put ice cream on our strawberries.’
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Cover Crops Continued
If you have a really thick mat or cereal rye in the spring, there’s good potential to decrease 
early-emerging weeds like giant ragweed and grasses too. Water hemp has had a later- 
emerging pattern, while giant ragweed emerges much sooner. This enables water hemp to dodge
cover crops as a weed-fighting tool. Here’ all your benefits of using cover crops, retail soil 
nutrients, prevent soil erosion, build soil organic matter, break soil compaction, add nitrogen, 
conserve soil moisture, suppress weeds, provide additional forage just to name a few! 


